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SYNOPSIS 


While Frank Towns (JAMES STEWART) is flying a huge cargo-pas- 
senger plane from a remote desert oil camp, his radio conks out. 
Since no bad weather has been forecast, he elects to stay on course 
rather than head for the closest field, and his navigator, Lew Moran 
(RICHARD ATTENBOROUGH), concurs. Shortly afterwards the plane 
flies into a severe sandstorm. Clouds of sand boil up from the desert, 
clogging the engine intakes, and forcing a crash-landing on the vast 
Sahara. 


As the plane grinds to a halt, the shifting cargo kills two of the 
passengers, leaving only ten. Towns, a veteran pilot unable to make 
the transition to modern jet aircraft, considers himself a failure, and 
this crash landing confirms his belief. He takes full moral responsibil- 
ity for the crash, and it weighs heavily upon him. 


British Captain Harris (PETER FINCH) takes command of the situa- 
tion with the aid of Sergeant Watson (RONALD FRASER), a disgruntled 
army regular. As days pass, the heat and inadequate relations cause 
the men's morale to deteriorate. One commits suicide, Arab brigands 
kill two, Trucker Cobb (ERNEST BORGNINE) goes insane and vanishes 
into the desert, and another man is lost while searching for an oasis. 


Then Heinrich Dorfmann (HARDY KRUGER), who claims to be an 
aeronautical engineer, proposes a solution. He says they can build a 
small airplane out of the wreckage, and fly with it to safety. At first, 
Towns refuses to help the others ir: this effort, but later joins in when 
he realizes it offers the only hope. 


After several days of arduous, back-breaking work, seven starved 
and thirsting men gaze at their completed creation, which they have 
named the “Phoenix. According to Dorfmann, it is ready to fly. 


* * * 


Producer-director Robert Aldrich has asked his cast and crew, the 
press, and 20th Century-Fox not to reveal the stunning climax to ‘The 
Flight of the Phoenix.” 


James Stewart 
Richard Attenborough 
Peter Finch 

Hardy Kruger 
Ernest Borgnine 
Dan Duryea 
Christian Marquand 
lan Bannen 

Ronald Fraser 
Gabriele Tinti 

Alex Montoya 
George Kennedy 
William Aldrich 
Peter Bravos 
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JAMES STEWART AND HUGE INTERNATIONAL CAST IN 


ROBERT ALDRICH'S "THE FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX" 


The blinding sun and the vast Sahara Desert combine with men's courage to 
create an unusual adventure drama, "The Flight of the Phoenix," a 20th Century-Fox 
release in DeLuxe Color opening ,.,., at the ...... Theatre. The titie is "derives 
from the mythological Egyptian bird, the phoenix, which was fabled to live 500 years, 
be consumed in fire, and then arise reborn from its ashes, 

A modern "bird," an old airplane piloted by James Stewart, is the focal 
point of "The Flight of the Phoenix," Stewart, his crew and passengers are forced 
to make an emergency landing in the Sahara Desert during a violent sandstorm, 
Stranded, with little chance of survival or rescue, they are given hope by a German 
aircraft designer, played by Hardy Kruger, when he suggests that they can build a 
small aircraft from the wreckage and fly it to safety. The film continues to 
recount the adventures of these thirteen men as they labor to build an airplane 
while trying to cope with murderous Arab brigands, the harsh conditions and their 
own fears and weaknesses, 

Based on the best-selling novel by Elleston Trevor, "The Flight of the 
Phoenix" boasts a talented international cast: James Stewart, Ernest Borgnine, 

Dan Duryea and George Kennedy representing the United States; Richard Attenborough, 
Peter Finch, Ian Bannen and Ronald Fraser from England; Hardy Kruger from Germany; 
Christian Marquand from France; Gabriele Tinti from Italy; Alex Montoya from 
Mexico; and Peter Bravos from Greece. The American dancer, Barrie Chase, also 
appears in a dream sequence, 

Producer-director Robert Aldrich brought his cast and crew to the desert near 
Yuma, Arizona, for filming "The Flight of the Phoenix,'' and in De Luxe Color the 
picture has a visual quality reminiscent of "Lawrence of Arabia."" The film company 
spent six weeks in the area, pumping an estimated million and a half dollars into the 
economy of Yuma. 

Directing a huge male cast was a big switch for Aldrich, whose most recent 
films, "Whatever Happened to Baby Jane?" and '"Hush,..Hush Sweet Charlotte" featured 
prominent female casts, Aldrich is also famous among film buffs of the world for 
such outdoor adventure films as "Vera Cruz" and "The Last Sunset," as well as intense 


dramas like "Autumn Leaves" and his acclaimed "The Big Knife." 
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Pilot Jimmy Stewart, navigator 
Richard Attenborough and pas- 
senger Hardy Kruger try to make 
an emergency landing during a 
sandstorm in the Sahara Desert 
in Robert Aldrich's production 
of "The Flight of the Phoenix," 
a 20th Century-Fox release in 
De Luxe color opening 46.6. +. 
at the ....... Theatre. Also 
in the cast are Peter Finch, 
Ernest Borgnine and Christian 
Marguand. 
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WORD-OF-MOUTH PROMOTION 


"The Flight of the Phoenix" is the type of highly dramatic 
feature that will benefit greatly from word-of-mouth promotion. 
Its strong international cast, of course, gives some indication of 
its power, but only by seeing the picture can one get the impact 
of its dramatic story and the beauty of its setting and production 
values. 


It would, therefore, be an excellent idea for the theatre 
manager to send a letter of invitation to certain key people for 
a special screening of the picture. These might include educators, 
librarians, women's clubs and ministers (who might find a theme for 
a sermon in the picture), or pilots'! associations. 


Of course, if, by the time of your release, the picture has 
received Academy nominations or awards, as seems very likely, these 
can be played up not only in the letter of invitation, but also in 
other publicity and exploitation uses. It should be pointed out 
that "The Flight of the Phoenix" is a "Grand Hotel" of a film with 
several personalities caught in stark circumstances -- that it is 
not only exciting, but also inspiring with suspense that does not 
rely on brutality, violence or neuroses. 


SEEK TIE-UPS WITH "PHOENIX" CONCERNS 


In the New York telephone directory nearly eighty companies 
are listed whose names have the word "Phoenix" in them. In your 
territory, check for such concerns and develop promotion stunts 
with one or more such firms. For example, if there is a Phoenix 
Bookstore, you could arrange window and counter displays using 
posters and stills from the picture. Or, a store that sells 
Phoenix hosiery might be convinced to do a joint promotion. 


* * * * * * 


The special and unusual story line of "THE FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX" 
gives it strong interest for aircraft manufacturers, particularly 
engineers. If there is such a plant in your area, contact the 
manager or head of the engineering department with perhaps a 
special invitation to him and two or three of his aides. It should 
pay off with excellent word-of-mouth publicity. 


NATION-WIDE RADIO SATURATION 


Dick Strout, noted for his lively interviews with motion 
picture stars, has recorded interviews with James Stewart, Hardy 
Kruger, Dan Duryea, Peter Finch, Ernest Borgnine, Richard Atten- 
borough, as well as Elleston Trevor, the author of the novel on 
which "THE FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX" is based. Strout's syndicated 
program is called "Hollywood Profiles." Contact your local radio 
station regarding this program. Strout's office is coordinating 
the play of the interview in each city as the picture opens. 
This is in addition to servicing 1000 stations with each inter- 
view. If the program is not being broadcast locally, order your 
own recorded interviews and featurette in OPEN-END form for local 
planting. It will be sent to you with*script, timing and cues 
so that a local radio personality can participate. 


ORDER FREE from: DICK STROUT, INC. 
P. om ASE 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 


RADIO SPOTS and TV TRAILERS 


In addition to the Strout radio interviews, 20th Century- 
Fox is making available RADIO SPOTS of 60, 30 and 20 seconds and 
TV TRAILERS of 60 and 20 seconds to increase promotion of the 
picture. These materials are FREE. 


ORDER TV Trailers from: AD-PUB DEPT, 
20th Century-Fox Film Corp. 
444 West 56th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10019 


ORDER Radio Spots from: MANHATTAN SOUND CORP. 
411 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 
Attention: Leonard Lawson 


ATTRACT DRAMATIC GROUPS 


"The Flight of the Phoenix," as you will see, can be 
called an "actors! picture." The public, in general, and people 
interested in the dramatic arts, in particular, are aware of the 
talents of each member of this international cast. Play up the 
fact that this picture is a great example of the teamwork and 
interplay of different personalities which makes for a dramatic 
whole. It is, therefore, of special interest to community 
theatre groups, dramatic classes in high schools and colleges 
and actor-training groups or schools. 


RECORDINGS OF THEME MUSIC 


A movingly romantic and highly appealing theme song has 
been written for the picture. As this book goes to press, there 
are already four different recordings of this theme music on 
45 rpm. There may be others before your release date. Written 
by the Italian Gino Paoli, it has Italian lyrics by the composer 
and English lyrics by Alec Wilder. The English title is "THE 
PHOENIX LOVE THEME." In Italian it is called "SENZA FINE." 


On the soundtrack of the picture it is sung by the very 
popular Connie Francis. Connie has recorded both the Italian 
and English version of the song for M-G-M Records. 


On MONUMENT Records, there is also a 45 rpm with English 
version on one side backed by the Italian version, both sung by 
Ornella Vanoni. 


A third recording of the theme music is on LONDON Records 
--— an orchestral rendition by the Frank Chacksfield Orchestra. 


For the rock'n'roll market, there is the DUNHILL record- 
ing -- rhythm with a beat, featuring Phil Bodher. 


Contact disc jockeys and ask them to mention your play- 
date credits whenever they broadcast the music. Arrange to plant 
poster and still material from the movie in record outlets. Play 
the music in your lobby before and during your engagement of 
"THE FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX." 
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SPECIAL AD MAT NO. 1 


The ads on this page plus MAT 207 
and MAT 204 are available on a 
special ad mat which also includes 
Scene 1B. 
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“when 
we get back, 
we'll tell them what 
agreat partly. was. 
until the boote ran out!” 


Only it wasn’t a party. And it wasn’t booze. It is one of the most unusual stories 
ever fashioned for the screen: nine men—whose very lives turn on a startling, tronic 
twist of fate in a cauldron called a desert 

To make this dramatic best-seller into a film, producer-director Robert Aldrich cast 
each role with a great actor, choosing his stars from the award-winning talents uf 
six nations. He led his cast and an army of technicians into the desert — where thes 
foueht sand, heat and wind-—to forge a unique drama that has its own place in the 
stin. They created a motion picture called “THE FLIGHT OF THE PH JENTX 
And now—at last-- PHOENIX rises for all to see! 
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